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The international world of design gathers
in Celogne for just a brief period during
the furniture fair. But what happens after
that! In day-to-day life on the Rhine, the
creative scene organises itself within an
especially tranquil working atmosphere,
where it becomes possible to produce

a diverse range of projects, ideas and
applications.

“After the show is just the same as before the
show”, explaing Eric Degenhardt, who has made
an international name for imsell with his fur

niture for Richard Lampert, Wilkhahn and Bow
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er, and who runs an industrial design studio in
Cologne Lindenthal. Projects such as designing
the interiors for the Cologne M/Philippi Fashion
Concept Store are exceptional for Degenhardt.
Usually his agenda is filled with furniture shows.
After imm, products are maodified and made
ready for production and decors for upcoming
fairs at the Salone del Mobile in Milan, etcetera,
are drafted. New products for the catalogue,
which appears in a new edition each October,
are akso planned.
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CHE, DESHGM CLUCHMG THE CLOTHIMNG RAIL) FOR THE
GNE CONCEFT STORE M/PHILIPA BY ERIC DEGEMNHARDT,

2003, the designer Bernd Oette has been using
grass as a natural medium to create objects and
pictures, He has been so successful that compa-
nies like Electrolux, Johnson Controls, and Sie-
rmens have commissioned him to grow exhibi-
tion displays and logos for them out of grass.

Compared to the international design metropo-
lises of Milan, London and Paris, "Cologne is so
nice and laid back. It's so easy to meet up with
colleagues”, points out Enc Degenhardt. Mike
Meiré is also extremely happy that he can “work
in peace” in this city on the Rhine. /
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Im Unterschied zu anderen Stddten hat sich die
Designszene im engen Kdln nicht in einem hip-
pen Cluster von Arbeitsplitzen angesiedelt Statt-
dessen sind Studios und Blros Ober die gesamte
Stadt verteit Vieleicht ist das auch der Grund dafiir,
0055 Kiin seinen Ruf als Designstodt nicht wirklich
nutzt”, wie lsabel Hamm findet, die ihr Studio in
Nippes hat. Und vielleicht lassen sich — gerade weil
sich Kiin als dezentrales Designmekka entpuppt
— hier auch so ungewdhnliche Geschaftsideen wie
«Grossland” entwickeln, Seit 2003 nutzt der Desig-
ner B-E."ﬁd Oette das grine Naturmaterial fiir Ob
jekte und Wandbilder. 5o erfolgreich, dass Unterneh-
men wie Electrolux, Johnson Controls oder Siemens,
Messeinszenierungen und Logos bei ibm aus Gras
wachsen lassen

Im Vergleich zu den internationalen Designmetro-
polen Mailand, London oder Paris .ist Kiln so schiin
unaufgeregt. Man kann sich locker unter Kollegen
treffen”, weill Erc Degenhordt Und auch Mike
Meiré ist froh, dass er in der Rheinstadt .in Ruhe
arbeiten kann,” /

ERIDE ZU ERCE, HANDMADE URNS BY ISABEL HAMM
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AVEC PLAISIR
LR AMD CHAIR CAR

ARM CHAIR IN-OUT
HTWEIGHT STEEL FRAME FOR 12




